APPROACHING ON ZERO AZIMUTH. 
18000 LEAGUES. 


Move IN. He's NOT 
GETTING AWAY THIS TIME. 


‘A HOT SHOWER AT THE END 
OF A TRYING DAY CHASES 
EVEN THE MOST STUBBORN 
TROUBLES AWAY.’ A GREAT 
POET HAD ONCE REMARKED. 
OR WORDS TO THAT EFFECT. 


URAL CHRISTOPHE DECK, 
WHO USUALLY HAD LITTLE TO 
NO USE FOR POETS, HAD TO 

ADMIT THAT MAYBE, JUST 

MAYBE THIS PARTICULAR POET 

HAD BEEN ON TO SOMETHING. 


AFTER A LONG, TIRING DAY OF 
BEING DIPLOMATIC TO A RARE 
} AND EXTREMELY DEMANDING 
OFFICIAL PASSENGER, ALL THE 
CANINE REALLY WANTED WAS A 


LITTLE PEACE AND Quiet. IT 
HAD ALMOST SLIPPED HIS MIND 
THAT HE'D LEFT CHESTER 
IN CHARGE... 


Story: MARK BARNARD 
Art: TERRIE SMITH 
LETTERS: GLEN WOOTEN (ASSIST? 


TONES BY PAT DUKE 
AND MIKE C MPC ) COGLIANDRO 
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AND WHAT IS THIS, CHESTER? 
ANOTHER OF YOUR : 
LITTLE FANTASIES? eee i 
ce. 7 \Y 
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SOMEONE HAS BEEN 
THROUGH MY JEWELRY 
CASE, AND NOW T FIND 


YOUR PARTNER IN MY BED, 
WITH A ROSE BETWEEN , 


RS ates 
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TRAGIC. HE CAUGHT A SHELL y 
IN THE HEAD. SAVED THE UNIT, 
BUT HE'S NEVER BEEN... 
ERR... QUITE ‘RIGHT’ 
SINCE THEN. 


You CAN SAY THAT AGAIN! 
STILL, I’Lt EXPECT 
COMPENSATION FOR THIS 
HUMILIATION. HEADS 
WILL ROLL! 


I THOUGHT SHE'D 
NEVER Leave! 


LET HER COMPLAIN! 
WHAT 00 WE CARE? 
WE'RE NOT PART 


OF THE GuILp! 


D \ Kee 
ww 
Car *, 
Bur sHE IS A 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL. 
<S/GH> You'D BETTER 
LIE LOW FOR THE 


NEXT FEW HOURS. 


T'LL TRY TURNING ON 


THE OLD CHARM! 
HEY'RE BROWN, 
MWA. CHESTER. 


DETAILS, DETAILS! 
IN MY HEART, THEY'LL 
ALWAYS BE BLUE. 


~ orgy yee sesame 


~~ ...ano I Have NEVER BEEN SO HUMILIATED! 
4 THREE WRETCHED IF THIS WAS MY HOME WORLD, I'D HAVE YOU BOTH 
é Hours LATER TAKEN OUT AND SHOT! YOU CAN EXPECT A FORMAL 


INVESTIGATION, AND I HOPE TO FILE cHaRGEs!! 
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Here's A CHECK FOR A FULL 
REFLIND ON YOUR PASSAGE. 


THEN THIS SHOULD SETTLE 
MATTERS. GOOD Day. 
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FAST, LADY. 


Don’t start. I 
KNEW TI SHouLo’ve 
LOCKED YOU IN THE 
HOLD WHEN SHE 
CAME ABOARD. 


INQUIRY ASIDE, THAT WAS A 
MONTH'S PROFITS. WE DON'T 

EVEN HAVE ANOTHER JOB 
ms LINED UP TO COMPENSATE! 


a 


I PICKED UP A RADIO CALL 
DURING FINAL APPROACH. 


THERE'S BEEN AN 
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT 
AT THE LOCAL PALACE. 


YOU FORGET, AS A 
DARING PIRATE, I GOT 
AROUND QUITE A BIT. 


AND T THINK IT’S TIME 
TO COLLEcT. 


THEY WANT A MEMBER OF 
THE HOUSEHOLD 
TRANSPORTED OFF-WORLD. 
WHAT COULD BE SIMPLER? 


SENTENCE you 
TO DEATH! 


Even IF I 


ANYWAY, IT’S 
ALL SET. I'm 
EXPECTED. 


AF 


ANOTHER PASSENGER? 
No! THIs 1s NOT 
A Goop 10¢a! 


YOU LOOK FRAZZLED. 
WkyY DON'T YOU WAIT HERE 
AND JUST LEAVE THINGS 
TO ME? It’s THE 
LEAST I CAN Do. 


WELL... I DO HAVE 
SOME INVOICES TO WORK ON. 
I CAN TRUST YOU 
ON THIS? 


YOU JUST RELAX, 
AND T'LL HANDLE 
a EVERYTHING! 


I MUST BE cRaz 
. BUT ALL RIGHT. 


a 


MAKE SURE NOTHING GOES | 
WRONG ON MY END. 
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Az ~ POSSIBLY A LITT! 
DEVASTATING Baoding 


I JUST HOPE I CAN GET THE JOB, 
AFTER WHAT I TOLD CHRIS! I'VE —, 
GOT TO DO SOMETHING TO MAKE LP }- ~ LA" Lig» 
FOR THIS MORNING! eee 


{if 
A fn. o> PLAN, 
; { ) NOW I GET CREATIVE 
weer 
.) . ~ ”? 


PURE | 


l pla 
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WELL, THAT WENT 
RATHER WELL, ALL 
THINGS CONS/DERED! 


b 
is | S 
NOW, THIS 1S MORE my styLer *®S 
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PLIT IN A WET BAR AND A FEW PRIVATE ) 
BATHS AND I'LL MOVE IN! 


MUST BE THE MAID'S 
DAY OFF. WHERE 


1S EVERYONE? (J, | 


en} = 2 
s I REPRESENT HAVOC, 


INC., THE WELL-KNOWN Y 
SHIPPING CONGLOMERATE. 
ONE OF OUR FLEET OF 
SHIPS HAPPENED TO BE IN 
THE NEIGHBORHOOD, AND 
HEARD YOUR CALL. 


AS A MATTER OF FACT, 
NO. THERE IS... AHH... 
SOME ELEMENT OF RISK 
INVOLVED, AND FRANKLY 

YOU'RE THE FIRST 
TO RESPOND. 


YOU WILL BE PAID 


170,000 creorrs up FRONT, \. 


AND ANOTHER 180,000 
UPON DELIVERY, 


I Hope I'm 
NOT TOO LATE. 


ALWays TIMELY) 
THAT'S us! 


THEY'RE HUGE. 
{ MEANS THEY EAT A 


SHAMELESSLY! 
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7 THE SOONER YOU DEPART, 
—c\ THE BETTER. HERE IS 
> YOUR FARE. 
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AHH, THIS BEATS 
JUGGLING NUMBERS! I REALLY 
NEEDED THIS. 


WHY 90 YOU FELLAS’ : 
KEEP KNOCKING ME DOWN AN 
STEALIN’ MY WALLET? 


I WONDER 
HOW CHESTER'S 
MAKING OUT? 


CUTE, CUTE, 
How'o tr co? 


OH, FINE. I'VE SENT 
OUR GUEST DOWN TO THE 


YOU Look Busy. 
HAVE A FINAL TOTAL ON 


WELL, JusT A 
LITTLE BREAK. How 
MUCH ARE THEY 


SNIFF! No. I WAS FINE 
UNTIL YOU CAME BACK 
ABOARD. IT'S ACTING 

LIKE AN ALLERGY. 


\ Ly ip id 
W), \ SNIFFLE! Cars. 
THEY ALWAYS SET 
ae ST EE 


7 \§ fi, Es 
Reavy? <PpuRe> st sons 
I'M A KITTY! a y 3 I 
\] F A y 
THAT'S NOT WHAT 
( yp ™ I'VE Hearo! 


<CHUCKLE> 
ONLY TECHNICALLY. 
YOu DON'T SET ME OFF. 


, HESTER, I Love you! . 
\ Vy THIS WILL COVER OUR EXPENSES 
; AND ACTUALLY LEAVE \ 
: USA TT. 
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<WHEEEEZE> T'e Live. 
For 350,000 crevits, 


I'LL Live. Bur ir 


FOUR DAYS TO THE 
ORBITAL BRUNO 
NICOLAI STATION. 


A TWO DAY SHUNT TO THE SUMMER PALACE 
ON Ic'ZHAEL. BARRING UNFORESEEN 
INCIDENTS, IT SEEMS SIMPLE ENOUGH. 


WELL, THEN. ALL I HAVE To 

DO IS AVOID OUR PASSENGER 

UNTIL WE MAKE FINAL PORT. 
THAT SHOULDN'T BE TOO Harp. 


EXT FEW DAYS... 
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YOU LOOK TERRIBLE. 
AREN'T THE PILLS 
HELPING? 


I susT CAN'T GET 


THE PILLS WORK FINE. 
A MINUTE TO MYSELF. 


oe 


Door's LOCKED. REMIND 
TO PICK 


uP SOME COFF 
WHEN WE STOP AT NICOLAI. AN 


I'VE EVER SEEN, BUT YOU'LL LIVE. 
Tr'LL ONLY HURT FOR A DAY OR SO. 
Gm — 


ae 
ju WORST CASE OF CALISTIC BURNS 
oo 


WHAT IN THE WorRLD 
D You EAT? 


OI 


HAVE A SNACK, 
I'D RECOMMEND THE 
LITTLE BLUE SPIRALS. 
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I KNOW I'LL REGRET 
IT, BUT YES. 
, 


You DO Love me! CAN T y 
Have ANYTHING I WANT? ; bh ei 
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= Ig (ELOY I Ware TO INJECT A PRACTICAL | | 
1 NOTE, BUT WE'RE HERE TO GET 
\ | SUPPLIES. IF WE STOCK UP 
Lee NOW, YOU CAN SPEND AN HOUR OR 


= SO BROWSING BEFORE TAKEOFF. J 


A 

BREAK. WHY NOT STOP AT A PUB? 

LEAVE THE SHOPPING TO ME. 
A | 


SEEMS TO Me I'VE HEARD 
THIS SONG BEFORE, 
CHESTER! 
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Ho ate 20 
A PT] OF THIS? 
~—— 
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\ Hey, We'RE IN A MALL! 
ey WHAT COULD POSSIBLY HAPPEN? 


We'LL PICK YOU UP IN HALF 
AN HOUR. JUST PLT YOUR 
FEET UP AND RELAX. 

UE, 


<SIGHHAH> Ir ™ 
DOESN'T GET MLICH 
BETTER THAN THIS! 


REUNITED, AND THE GALAXY WILL 
KNOW FEAR! Er, wHere's Nev? 


WE HOMED IN ON THE POWER SOURCE 
OF MY LITTLE CONTROL UNIT. HOW 
DID YOU EVER ESCAPE THE CREW OF 

THAT FREIGHTER? WAS... THERE 

MUCH SLAUGHTER INVOLVED? 


ER, CASING THE JOINT. 
HOW DID You FIND us? 


It was Me. 
WILSON'S IDEA. 


& 


THAT'S ALL RIGHT, OLD 
Man. AT LEAST YOU MADE 
A GOOD SHOWING FOR 
YOURSELF! You SEIZED 
THE SHIP, RIGHT? 


%; 
— ~ WITH RAIDERS AND ‘LOST’ IT 
OxH! AND 
, YEAH. WE HAD TO j _T xy 
as THE ENTIRE crew! J\THE TREASURE? pe ig ey 
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YEAH. THE VICTIMS RALLIED AND 


TOOK OVER THE KITE. MOST OF OuR 
CREW GOT DISGUSTED AND QUIT. 


WE'LL POOL OUR RESOURCES AND 
START OVER AGAIN! LET'S ROUND 
THE CAPTAIN AND I HAD TO PAY THE up NEO AND WE'LL SET SAIL 
FREIGHTER CREW TO DROP US HERE. FOR... SOMEPLACE. I’M SURE 
THERE'S SOMETHING WORTH 
STEALING OuT THERE! 


I'VE GOT TO WARN 
CHESTER SOMEHOW... 


\ 
\\ : 
Ry | —_— or 
rf 
x 
ae 
AT LEAST HE'S CONSISTENT. a ee 7 LY 


He NEEDS you TWO TO HELP KEEP Nae fay 14 


HIM ON THE RIGHT TRACK. 


No, Irv! WE HAVE TO STICK 
TOGETHER. WE SHALL <H/C> 
BRAVE THE PERILS OF THE 
MALL TOGETHER! 
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UH, HI. IRVING? 
IS THERE SOMETHING I 
SHOULD KNOW? 


Isa 
LONG STORY 


I DON'T LIKE THE SOUND 
OF THAT. WHAT...7 


YOU? 
NGF ere N 
=—/ WELL, IF I'D KNOWN THIS 
WAS GOING TO HAPPEN... ! 


No TIME FOR THAT! 
THEY'RE HEADING FOR 
THE GATES TO THE 
DOCKING BAYS! 


LOOK OUT! 
THE BULKHEAD DOORS 
ARE CLOSING! 


